
Evening Prayer, Lent, Sunday, 23 March 2025, The Third Sunday of Lent 

Preparation 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Hear our voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love, 
according to your judgement give us life. 

HYMN 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 12 

You, O Lord, will watch over us. 

1 Help me, Lord, for no one godly is left; ♦ 
the faithful have vanished from the whole human race. 

2 They all speak falsely with their neighbour; ♦ 
they flatter with their lips, but speak from a double heart. 

3 O that the Lord would cut off all flattering lips ♦ 
and the tongue that speaks proud boasts! 

4 Those who say, ‘With our tongue will we prevail; ♦ 
our lips we will use; who is lord over us?’  

5 ‘Because of the oppression of the needy, 
and the groaning of the poor, ♦ 
I will rise up now,’ says the Lord, 
‘and set them in the safety that they long for.’ 

6 The words of the Lord are pure words, ♦ 
like silver refined in the furnace 
and purified seven times in the fire. 

7 You, O Lord, will watch over us ♦ 
and guard us from this generation for ever. 



8 The wicked strut on every side, ♦ 
when what is vile is exalted by the whole human race. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

You, O Lord, will watch over us. 

 

Psalm 13 

I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication. 

1 How long will you forget me, O Lord; for ever? ♦ 
How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have anguish in my soul 
and grief in my heart, day after day? ♦ 
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?  

3 Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God; ♦ 
lighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

4 Lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against him,’ ♦ 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.  

5 But I put my trust in your steadfast love; ♦ 
my heart will rejoice in your salvation. 

6 I will sing to the Lord, ♦ 
for he has dealt so bountifully with me. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication. 

Canticle 

Christ committed no sin, 
no guile was found on his lips. 

1 Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, ♦ 
that you should follow in his steps. 

2 He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips, ♦ 
when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn. 

3 When he suffered, he did not threaten, ♦ 
but he trusted himself to God who judges justly. 



4 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, ♦ 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

5 By his wounds, you have been healed, 
for you were straying like sheep, ♦ 
but have now returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

1 Peter 2.21b-25 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Christ committed no sin, 
no guile was found on his lips. 

Scripture Reading 

Genesis 28.10-19a 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, ‘I am the LORD, 
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely 
the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel;. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Magnificat  

Come, let us return to the Lord, 
for our God will richly pardon. 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 
from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 



5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 
and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 
and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 
to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Come, let us return to the Lord, 
for our God will richly pardon. 

Prayers 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Trusting in the compassion of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


