Evening Prayer on 27 July 2025, The Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Preparation
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
HYMN
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your mercy come down upon us
to cleanse our hearts
and set us free to sing your praise
now and for ever.
Amen.
The Word of God
Psalm 88
You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.
1 O Lord, God of my salvation, ♦
 	I have cried day and night before you.
2 Let my prayer come into your presence; ♦
 	incline your ear to my cry.
3 For my soul is full of troubles; ♦
 	my life draws near to the land of death.
4 I am counted as one gone down to the Pit; ♦
 	I am like one that has no strength,
5 Lost among the dead, ♦
 	like the slain who lie in the grave,
6 Whom you remember no more, ♦
 	for they are cut off from your hand. 
7 You have laid me in the lowest pit, ♦
 	in a place of darkness in the abyss.
8 Your anger lies heavy upon me, ♦
 	and you have afflicted me with all your waves.
9 You have put my friends far from me ♦
 	and made me to be abhorred by them.
10 I am so fast in prison that I cannot get free; ♦
 	my eyes fail from all my trouble. 
11 Lord, I have called daily upon you; ♦
 	I have stretched out my hands to you.
12 Do you work wonders for the dead? ♦
 	Will the shades stand up and praise you?
13 Shall your loving-kindness be declared in the grave, ♦
 	your faithfulness in the land of destruction?
14 Shall your wonders be known in the dark ♦
 	or your righteous deeds in the land where all is forgotten? 
15 But as for me, O Lord, I will cry to you; ♦
 	early in the morning my prayer shall come before you.
16 Lord, why have you rejected my soul? ♦
 	Why have you hidden your face from me?
17 I have been wretched and at the point of death from my youth; ♦
 	I suffer your terrors and am no more seen.
18 Your wrath sweeps over me; ♦
 	your horrors are come to destroy me;
19 All day long they come about me like water; ♦
 	they close me in on every side.
20 Lover and friend have you put far from me ♦
 	and hid my companions out of my sight.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.
You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.
Canticle
Let us rejoice and exult and give glory and homage to our God.
1 Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, ♦
 	whose judgements are true and just.
2 Praise our God, all you his servants, ♦
 	all who fear him, both small and great.
3 The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns: ♦
 	let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory.
4 For the marriage of the Lamb has come ♦
 	and his bride has made herself ready.
5 Blessed are those who are invited ♦
 	to the wedding banquet of the Lamb.
To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb ♦
	be blessing and honour and glory and might, for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us rejoice and exult and give glory and homage to our God.
Scripture Reading	Genesis 42.1-25
When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why do you keep looking at one another? I have heard’, he said, ‘that there is grain in Egypt; go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.’ So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he feared that harm might come to him. Thus the sons of Israel were among the other people who came to buy grain, for the famine had reached the land of Canaan.
Now Joseph was governor over the land; it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke harshly to them. ‘Where do you come from?’ he said. They said, ‘From the land of Canaan, to buy food.’ Although Joseph had recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. Joseph also remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about them. He said to them, ‘You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land!’ They said to him, ‘No, my lord; your servants have come to buy food. We are all sons of one man; we are honest men; your servants have never been spies.’ But he said to them, ‘No, you have come to see the nakedness of the land!’ They said, ‘We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of a certain man in the land of Canaan; the youngest, however, is now with our father, and one is no more.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘It is just as I have said to you; you are spies! Here is how you shall be tested: as Pharaoh lives, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here! Let one of you go and bring your brother, while the rest of you remain in prison, in order that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you; or else, as Pharaoh lives, surely you are spies.’ And he put them all together in prison for three days.
On the third day Joseph said to them, ‘Do this and you will live, for I fear God: if you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here where you are imprisoned. The rest of you shall go and carry grain for the famine of your households, and bring your youngest brother to me. Thus your words will be verified, and you shall not die.’ And they agreed to do so. They said to one another, ‘Alas, we are paying the penalty for what we did to our brother; we saw his anguish when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen. That is why this anguish has come upon us.’ Then Reuben answered them, ‘Did I not tell you not to wrong the boy? But you would not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.’ They did not know that Joseph understood them, since he spoke with them through an interpreter. He turned away from them and wept; then he returned and spoke to them. And he picked out Simeon and had him bound before their eyes. Joseph then gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to return every man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. This was done for them.
Gospel Canticle	The Magnificat 
You have done great things, O God, and holy is your name.
1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦
 	he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦
 	the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name.
3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦
 	from generation to generation.
4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦
 	and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦
 	and lifting up the lowly.
6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦
 	and sent the rich away empty.
7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦
 	to remember his promise of mercy,
8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦
 	to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.
You have done great things, O God, and holy is your name.
Prayers
Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Conclusion
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

