
Evening Prayer on Sunday, Sunday 21 September 2025 
The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Preparation 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

HYMN 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 128 

How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 

1 Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, ♦ 

  and walk in his ways. 

2 You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; ♦ 

  it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.  

3 Your wife within your house shall be like a fruitful vine; ♦ 

  your children round your table, like fresh olive branches. 

4 Thus shall the one be blest ♦ 

  who fears the Lord.   

5 The Lord from out of Zion bless you, ♦ 

  that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity all the days of your life. 

6 May you see your children’s children, ♦ 

  and may there be peace upon Israel. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 



Psalm 129 

The Lord ransoms the life of his servants. 

1 ‘Many a time have they fought against me from my youth,’ ♦ 

  may Israel now say; 

2 ‘Many a time have they fought against me from my youth, ♦ 

  but they have not prevailed against me.’ 

3 The ploughers ploughed upon my back ♦ 

  and made their furrows long. 

4 But the righteous Lord ♦ 

  has cut the cords of the wicked in pieces.  

5 Let them be put to shame and turned backwards, ♦ 

  as many as are enemies of Zion. 

6 Let them be like grass upon the housetops, ♦ 

  which withers before it can grow, 

7 So that no reaper may fill his hand, ♦ 

  nor a binder of sheaves his bosom; 

8 And none who go by may say, ‘The blessing of the Lord be upon you. ♦ 

  We bless you in the name of the Lord.’ 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The Lord ransoms the life of his servants. 

Canticle 

Let us rejoice and exult 

and give glory and homage to our God. 

1 Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, ♦ 

  whose judgements are true and just. 

2 Praise our God, all you his servants, ♦ 

  all who fear him, both small and great. 

3 The Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns: ♦ 

  let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory. 

4 For the marriage of the Lamb has come ♦ 

  and his bride has made herself ready. 

5 Blessed are those who are invited ♦ 

  to the wedding banquet of the Lamb. 

Revelation 19.1b, 2a, 5b, 6b, 7, 9b 



To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb ♦ 

be blessing and honour and glory and might, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Let us rejoice and exult 

and give glory and homage to our God. 

Scripture Reading 

Ezra 1 

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 

might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald 

throughout all his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 

‘Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the 

earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of those among you 

who are of his people—may their God be with them!—are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in 

Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem; and let 

all survivors, in whatever place they reside, be assisted by the people of their place with silver and 

gold, with goods and with animals, besides freewill-offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem.’ 

The heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites—everyone whose 

spirit God had stirred—got ready to go up and rebuild the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. All their 

neighbours aided them with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, with animals, and with valuable gifts, 

besides all that was freely offered. King Cyrus himself brought out the vessels of the house of 

the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his 

gods. King Cyrus of Persia had them released into the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who 

counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. And this was the inventory: gold basins, thirty; 

silver basins, one thousand; knives, twenty-nine; gold bowls, thirty; other silver bowls, four hundred 

and ten; other vessels, one thousand; the total of the gold and silver vessels was five thousand four 

hundred. All these Sheshbazzar brought up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to 

Jerusalem. 

Gospel Canticle 

The Magnificat  

You have done great things, O God, 

and holy is your name. 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦ 

  he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦ 

  the Almighty has done great things for me 

  and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦ 

  from generation to generation. 



4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦ 

  and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦ 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦ 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦ 

  to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦ 

  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

You have done great things, O God, 

and holy is your name. 

Prayers 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day is said 

O Almighty God, 

whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector 

to be an apostle and evangelist: 

give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain 

and the possessive love of riches 

that we may follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Conclusion 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


