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COLLECT, READINGS AND REFLECTION
SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2025 – 2 before Advent

COLLECT

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 98
1 Sing to the Lord a new song,  ♦
for he has done marvellous things.
2 His own right hand and his holy arm  ♦
have won for him the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his salvation;  ♦
his deliverance has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness
towards the house of Israel,  ♦
and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
5 Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth;  ♦
break into singing and make music.
6 Make music to the Lord with the lyre,  ♦
with the lyre and the voice of melody.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn  ♦
sound praises before the Lord, the King.
8 Let the sea thunder and all that fills it,  ♦
the world and all that dwell upon it.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands  ♦
and let the hills ring out together before the Lord,
for he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world  ♦
and the peoples with equity.
A reading from the second letter to the Thessalonians, chapter 3, verses 6-13.
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At Morning Prayer, the Gospel is simply the second reading, people sit to hear it and is introduced in the same way as the first:
The second reading is from Luke, chapter 21, verses 5-19.
and then at the end:
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

For Eucharists/ Communion people stand to hear the Gospel. Everywhere except Fitz introduces it with an Acclamation (the blue bit), and then we all use the introduction and ending (the green bit):

Alleluia. Alleluia.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke, chapter 21, verses 5-19.
Glory to you, O Lord

And then at the end:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go after them.
‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.


A Reflection from Dave
In London there’s a road called Leinster Gardens that is full of classic Victorian townhouses, each with ornate balconies and entrances flanked with columns. Except that behind the beautiful exteriors of number 23 and 24, there is a dark secret - these houses are simply facades. They hide a giant hole that originally allowed steam from trains to escape from the underground line beneath. The facades were erected to hide this unsightly view from the prestigious local residents, presenting an image of respectability, whilst screening the dark secret behind.
However, this is nothing new. In our gospel passage, Jesus’ disciples praise the beautiful exterior of the newly rebuilt Jerusalem temple. And yet Jesus is not impressed. For the previous two chapters he has exposed the dark secrets surrounding the temple, and those leading it, by driving out sellers who took advantage of worshippers, challenging religious authorities about their hypocrisy, pride and greed, and finding himself opposed by leaders who seek to kill him. The temple looked beautiful, but Jesus saw the darkness lurking behind it.
Today is Safeguarding Sunday, where we recognise our need to share Jesus’ commitment to noticing the darkness and ensuring that our church communities are safe places for all. Increasingly we realise that darkness hides behind respectable facades, with news stories revealing how people use their celebrity status to hide their abusive actions, and documentaries exposing the shocking harm caused by some organisations that care for the vulnerable. And as painful as it is to say, churches too have facilitated abusers and failed to protect victims, for which we are sorry. 
These are sad, distressing realities, but Jesus cannot allow this darkness to prevail. As he looks at the temple’s beautiful facade, and the dark secrets behind, he says “As for all these things that you see… All will be thrown down.” The darkness will not win, because it has not won. The future destruction of the temple mirrors the destruction that Jesus took on himself at the hands of the darkness. At the cross, he became the victim of abuse, injustice, hatred and murder. Yet in his resurrection on Easter day he confirmed that it is light and life that ultimately prevails. 
And so today we commit ourselves to an openness that doesn’t draw back from the darkness, or allow it to remain hidden, and to a love for people that cares enough to notice where things are not good, and seeks to bring help and hope. In other words, we commit ourselves again to love like Jesus.

After the reflection:
Here in Severn Loop, we recognise the ways that our Parish Safeguarding Officers serve our communities in this area, and today we affirm the efforts and commitment of [name of your PSO], who will be leading us in our intercessions. Thank you!
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